
To the Department of Planning and Environment 

Dear Sir / Madam 

Subject: Proposed rezoning of my property – Marsden Park  

My name is Esther Attard and have been residing at 174 Clifton Road for the last 30 years. Our 7-

acre property was a market garden which we worked 7 days a week. My husband and I worked 

extremely hard to leave behind a legacy for our family.  

Unfortunately, my husband passed away from Cancer 7 years ago and have been left behind to 

maintain the property I am almost 80 years of age now. I am also the primary care taker and 

provider for my son who is 50 years old and suffers from a chronic disability and needs constant 

care, attention and looking after. After patiently waiting for 15 years for the proposed rezoning I was 

pleased knowing I could finally make sure that I was able to buy him a home and know that he could 

be provided with specialised help and care that requires money after I have passed away and having 

the peace of mind that he would be looked after, this has now been taken away from me after the 

draft plans show more than half my property has been hit with park land.  I was initially pleased with 

the accelerated programme to develop our area and saw the opportunity to help my family and 

finally after many many years of working be able to rest and have some assistance provided for my 

son Steven and not maintain a 7acre property any longer.  

In the last 6 months I received multiple offers from real-estate agents and developers to purchase 

my property but decided to wait until the draft plan was released by the NSW government. Prior to 

this I participated in all meetings and workshops held by Blacktown City Council.  

I have 7 acres of prime land and this is what has attracted so many buyers. To my shock my land has 

been hit with a majority of park land. The buyers that were interested before are no longer wanting 

the land due to the zoning of the majority of my land for a park. 

This process is now causing major worry and a high degree of anxiety and concern to me and my 

family. I have been unable to sleep and spend many days crying and feel I should not be dealing with 

this at my age.  All my neighbours have sold their properties and I have now been left behind.  My 

plan was to sell and happily retire without too many problems, this option has been taken away 

from me. I keep getting advised that the council will need to pay the same amount as the R3 zoning 

however the problem is that there are no longer any interested parties in the remainder of my land, 

which due to its small size is not attractive to developers.   

Due to health problems and stress that this situation has caused me, a suitable and fair outcome 

seems like a long way away and given my current age I wonder if I will see a resolution if this park is 

not removed. I do not want to fight with council for years to come to purchase a portion of my 

property and then have the stress of having to sell the remainder to a developer. I am seeking your 

help and understanding especially with these extenuating circumstances. I believe that with your 

help this park can be located elsewhere in an area that will still meet your criteria and requirements.  

I am lodging this submission as I do not want the park located on my land. I have gone to the 

expense of providing you with alternatives by retaining a specialist urban design firm, ae design 

partnership and by retaining a consultant town planner/lawyer. These are expenses I cannot really 

afford, however show the seriousness I take this situation. 

I thank you for your time and hope for a favourable outcome soon.  

Kindest Regards  

Mrs Esther Attard 

19 October 2018 


